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The Nativity of the Lord  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

 

December 24th, 2020 at 7:00PM Vigil Mass   
 
 

 
 
 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 
 

Matthew 1:24 
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Festival of Christmas Carols and Songs at 6:30PM 
 

The Basilica Contemporary Ensemble and Friends 
 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                             Piano, Cello             Veni Emanuel         
arr. Steven Sharp Nelson, Jon Schmidt, Al Van Der Beek 
 

Joy to the World *                       (*Please join in singing!) 
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King; Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing, and 
heaven and nature sing, And heaven and heaven and nature sing.  

 

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let us, our songs employ; While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains; Repeat the sounding 
joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 
 

3. No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings known, far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  

 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove; The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love; and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

O Holy Night                              Piano, Cello, Violin 
Adolphe Adam                                 arr. Stephen DeCesare 
 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear *           (*Please join in singing!)  

 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: “Peace 
on the earth, good will to all, From heaven’s all gracious King.” The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.  
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hov’ring wing, And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angel sings. 
 

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife, the world has suffered long; Beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of 
wrong. And warring humankind hears not the tidings which they bring; O hush the noise and cease your strife, and hear the angels 
sing. 
 

 God’s Beloved One                     Francis Patrick O’Brien   
Born in the deep of night, laid in a manger, born bearing heaven’s light here to friend and stranger, born in our flesh and b lood knowing joy 
and sorrow, this is God’s Beloved One.  
 

Welcomed by shepherds, town folk and sages, welcomed by angels winging through the ages, welcomed by all who seek peace where 
conflict rages, welcome now God’s Holy One.  
 

Feared by the powerful, loved by the lowly, known to the outcast as he who makes us holy, killed by a frightened world, buried in its 
darkness, this is God’s Redeeming Son.  
 

Child of the living God, present among us, speak to our waiting hearts words of hope and justice. Now in our flesh and blood we reflect your 
image, born to be God’s chosen one.   

 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                           Piano, Cello, Violin 
                              Arr. Duane Funderburk 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem *                                (*Please join in singing!)  

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by; Yet in the dark 
streets shineth the everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. O, morning-
stars, together proclaim the holy birth. And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.  
 

3. How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n. So, God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.  No ear may hear 
his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.  
 

4. O hold Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sins and enter in; be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell. O come to us, abide in us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 

 
Greensleeves                                      piano, cello, violin 
Traditional               arr. Matt Riley 
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GATHERING                                                                      O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 
 

 
 
 
PENITENTIAL RITE                                                                               Confiteor 
I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and in what I have failed to do, All strike their breastbones once with their right hand through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, 
my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
 
 

KYRIE                                Mass of Joy and Peace                        Tony Alonso 
 

 
CHRISTMAS GLORIA                                                                    Daniel Laginya 

  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 

COLLECT 
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Liturgy of the Word 
FIRST READING                                                                              Isaiah 62:1-5, 13 
For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her vindication shines forth like the dawn and 
her victory like a burning torch. Nations shall behold your vindication, and all the kings your glory; you shall be called by a 
new name pronounced by the mouth of the Lord. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lord, a royal diadem held 
by your God. No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” or your land “Desolate,” but you shall be called “My Delight,” and 
your land “Espoused.” For the Lord delights in you and makes your land his spouse. As a young man marries a virgin, your 
Builder shall marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you. 

 

 

 

      The Word of the Lord                             R   Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PSALM 89                                                                               Setting by Stephen Pishner 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
SECOND READING                                                                 Acts 13:16-27, 22-25 
When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue, he stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, “Fellow 
Israelites and you others who are God-fearing, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and exalted the people 
during their sojourn in the land of Egypt. With uplifted arm he led them out of it. Then he removed Saul and raised up David 
as king; of him he testified, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will carry out my every wish.’ 
From this man’s descendants God, according to his promise, has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his coming 
by proclaiming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel; and as John was completing his course, he would say, 
‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. Behold, one is coming after me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his 
feet.’”  The Word of the Lord   R   Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               Mass of Joy and Peace      

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                       Matthew 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling 
to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through 
the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he 
did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore 
a son, and he named him Jesus. 
         

The Gospel of the Lord       R   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

 
 

HOMILY 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH                                                               Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, [at Christmas, all kneel) and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose 
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER                                            R    Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist    
 

 
 
PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                                                Away in a Manger 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay  
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
Priest:  Pray... acceptable to the almighty Father. 
People:  R   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of 
all his holy church. 
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HOLY                                                                               Mass of Creation    Marty Haugen 

 
 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION      

 

 
 
GREAT AMEN 

 
 

 

 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION                (For those watching live-stream) 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Priest:  Behold….  of the Lamb. R   Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof. But only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed. 
 
 
 

MEDITATION                                             Ave Maria                     Piano, cello, violin          Bach-Gounod    

        
COMMUNION SONGS                                                  Night of Silence  
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        Silent Night        

 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 

CONCLUDING RITES          R   Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke 
him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 
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SENDING FORTH                                      Hark, the Herald Angels Sing   

 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE                      Christmas Joy Medley                              Piano, violin, cello 
George F. Handel, John F. Wade, James R. Murray                                          arr. Gary Lanier 
 

Special thanks to our friends who joined us this Christmas Evening! 
Ryan Knott, Cello 
Sarah Land, Violin 

Cody Lidge, Baritone 
 

Many thanks, as always, to Randy Moore, our accompanist and all the members of The Basilica of Saint Peter’s Contemporary 
Ensemble! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All music © Reprinted with permission from ONE LICENSE with license A-711170. All 

rights reserved. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United 

States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. No portion of this text may be reproduced by 

any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Excerpts from the 

English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in 

the Liturgy Corporation. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 


